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WASHINGTON, STUNNED BY THEATER COLLAPSE, AWAITS INVESTIGATION

santly from 4 o'clock of the afterncon before.
streets were shoulder high and the theater was warm and comfortable,

The crowd was laughing at the start

.had finished a brief concert and was preparing to leave the pit.

Suddenly there was a crunching sound, a grinding, hissing noise, which
lasted but a moment. Then the roof, center part first, toppled in on
One hundred and fifty persons were there.

This great weight, with iron girders, a monster ventilator, plaster,
cement, decorations, everything, took with it the balecony when it fell.
The balcony crashed on the floor below.
By far the larger proportion of those in the balcony

the halcony.

he lower floor.
escaped with their lives, although
torium was injured.

The most accurate opinion as to what happened was that the snow,

two and a half feet deep, had been

is mot entirely accepted, however, by building experts.
even this great amount of snow should not have caused the roof to collapse.
The question has arisen of original faulty construction, to reduce to a
minimum the number of supporting pillars so as not to interfere with

a full view of the screen,

The auditorium measures approximately 150 feet in length by 100 in
width. The roof in the center had a great ventilator, into which had
been set a fan to keep the alr of the auditorium in motion.
€hat an air shaft extended from this ventilator to the basement of the

theater.

i The first sign that something was wrong came a moment before the
accident. The janitor in the basement told the authorities that a warning

had come when a large quantity of
the basement.
less to investigate.

Within another instant the entire theater seemed to collapse.
_Bpectators, sitting there laughing, suddenly were deluged.

place was in darkness.

He had not the time, however, to sound an alarm much

The snow drifts in the

of the fllm—a comedy, The orchestra

The greatest logs of life was on

virtually every person in the audi-

too much for the roof. This theory
They say that

It seems

snow shot down the shaft and into

The
The whole |

Later it was possible to restore the lighting
system to help the rescuers carry on their work. |

; Doors Forced Open as Crash Comes. I

It is fairly well settled that the roof broke in the center where the great
metal ventilator rested. It forced the roof downward and inward and the
The strain was too great and the whole

snow on all sides slid toward it,
mass broke through,

When the crash came the doors of the theater flew open and out poured
The concussion had forced the doors ajar; the dust
came from the plaster and concrete which had come down in a mass.

The condition of the streets, Jdue to thirty hours of incessant snow,
made the first work of rescue most difficult.

clouds of white dust.

riuck In the snowdrifts. A totel of

Trom remote sections of the elty, were called into action.

fire came to add to the horror.

#soldiers, saflors and marines had been

It was almost dawn before the full extent of the tragedy was realizel
There was no telling how many persons were
in the wreckage; there was no telling how many even had been in the the-
At midnight elght were known to have been killed: at 1 o'clock the
list stood at ten, and at daybreak the total was placed at twenty-five,
that time, however, the rescue parties still had great quantities of the tan-
gled wreckage, which in places was thirty feet deep, to explore.

As this is belng written, almost thirty hours after the accident, the res-

even by those on the scene,

nter.

*eue squads had been unable to get to

- Throughout last night the parties worked, lifting great iron girders,
!"lsau'llng out blocks of concrete three and four feet square and digging into

§ For the most part the vietims

;’.l'he disagreeable weather had restricted the attendance last night to those
iwho could get to the show without great inconvenience.

number of dead and injured llved within an area described by a circle
fihe radius of which is a half mile from the theater, located at the corner of

Eighteenth strect and Cojumbia road.

i Frantic relatives, some of them mpthers and fathers who had watched
Leir children start out only a few minutes before, hroke through the police
lines at first in order to reach the theater,
They were gently pushed back with the argument that they

{the entrance.
mmust not Interfere with the rescue.

' Some of those taken from the wreckage within three or four hours after
accident were still alive and were rushed to the hoepitals. They were

the
Atll badly injured, some so serjously

wards for treatment. Others «led in the arms of those who carried them.

The walls of the theater are still standing, The roof has been cut clear
jll around the edge as completely as If with a knife. The walls continued
1o menace the rescue parties as they worked through the day and the night.

Salvation Army Gives Coffee

i

i

. At noon to-day the total dead had
Lvached seventy-five. The number had
grown to ninety-four when darkness
tame agaln, finding the firemen and

Holdiera still searching the debris.
“Word came that more bodies had been
'il;hted in the wreckage.

| Partles of soldiers with ropes pulled
twisted steel girders out of the bulld-
ing. Sometimes it required thirty men
to get them loose. This same pro-
Lndure they followed in haullng out
theavy Dblocks of concrete that had

'ormed the steps of the balcony which
;nd collapged with the roof. Mean-
vhile others were prying into the

btris for bodies,

! Ambulance squads with stretchers
ood in the lobby of the theater which

s intact. The bodles were taken
wut at Intervals. At times an hour
‘would pass hefore a body would be
“located. At one time eight bodies were

found huddled in one group.

. The cold and contlnuous snow which

handicapped the rescue work during

the night abated to-day and the snow

sturted to melt, but it was fatiguing,

&;ﬂcull work. Salvation Army lassies
were on hand In the theater lobby

with sandwiches and coffes for the

men who were digging into the debris.

The firemen had not had relief when
darkness came to-night. Occuslonally
one of them would drop exhausted
fAnd would be earried into what had
Been the confectionery and lee eream
parlor of the theater, There were
Scores of minor Injuries to the work-
#rs, who had to be taken to hospitals
themselves.,

Marine puards nssigned to protect
4clogates to the International Arms
Conference were transferred to the
scene to serve in the double capmelty
of keeping the crowds from Interfer-
Ing with rescue work and from the
‘walls, which were In constant danger
of toppling.

Boy Scouts with thelr long polen
kept a way open from the scene of
ghe disaster to the Christian Sclence

Church. Whenever n new body was
found the stretcher bearers went
through this line to the temporary

morgue. The bodies were lald on the
floor there, covered with hlankets,
The conditlon of the streets, nl-
though somewhat relleved by the
thawing weather, made It highly dim-
@ult for hearses and ambulances to
t 10 and from the church to the
homes of the vietims or the under-
taking establishments. Forty bodles
had not been moved at noon from the
Improvised morgue,
| Pollee guarded the entrance to the
hurch. Friends and relatives of vic-
Ims upon establishing thelr Identity
®ould enter. Inside the church In the
altar oocoupled by the reader, sat a
policeman, checking up the |dentifl-
eation list," When some one recog-
w ‘& 'body it was marked with a
pinned to the blanket,
. ™ somo Instances the jentures of
® victims were crushad beyvond rec-
thon. Mdentifieation in those cases
: completed hy search of the eloth-
This was not so diMcult in the

Ing
F of men, who had letters and
: # T—Q 8 T,

want to know what goss through

PARTMENT of Fhe" Globe
o

mfom—u-. -

Fl

Within an hour and a hualf ambulances were
there from every section of the city, scores of physicians were on hand and

dhe mass of twisted metal lath for the victims, Crles of anguish from the
(sufferers: spurred them on in their task.

. and Sandwiches to Rescuers

Fire apparatus, called at first,
elghteen fire engine companles, even
Fortunately no

summoned to help in the rescue. |

At

the bottom of the wreckage,

lived in the Immediate neighborhood.

By far the great-

But they were held in check at

that they died before arriving at the

cards in their pockets, as with the
women whose handbags and similar
trinkets had been lost. In one cor-
ner of the church, in the end which
held tho bodies, was a stack of cloth-
ing picked up In the ruins of the
theater. There were fur coats, over-
routs, umbrellas, overshovs—every-
Liing In the way of apparel—all torn,
cut and stained.

Every now and then a group of
soldlers would enter the church with
a stretcher, which held under its blan-
ket the body of a man, woman or
child. Those who had been standing
to one side, weening silently, would
move toward the body of the new ar-
rival. It was with difficulty that the
police, the physicians and the nurses
were able to prevent crowding among
those who wondered If the body was
that of a loved one.

Then that part of the blanket which
covered the face would be moved back
gently so that ldentiflcation eould pro-
ceed. The day in the church was just
a continual repetition of scenes like
this, scenes filled with pathos,

Coroner Nevitt issued instructions
permitting undertakers to remove
bodles, once identified, from the church
to their establishments. He provided,
however, that the bodies should not be
removed from undertaking establish-
ments to private homes until there
had been a reldentification, He feared
that inaccurate identi{fication might be
made, which would result In the wrong
| body belng xent to a home, theraby
increasing the confusion of the sitya-
tion,

The fact that so many persons of
prominence were in the theater at
the time of the crash is due to its loca-
tlon In the vicinity of many fash-
fonable apartment houses in the north-
weat section of the elty. This is the
only plcture theater located in outly-
| ing sections of the city, that s of any
jlmpnrtnnm. the others being com-
| paratively small. The Knlckerbocker
iThmtnr, however, was highly modern,
| having been bullt but three years
ago and was regarded as one of the
finest motion picture houses in the
United States,

b |
BARKLEY FEARED SON |

WAS IN MOVIE CRASHi

|H¢arff Collapse, Searched the'
| Ruins; Boy at Neighbor's. |
1
Special Dispateh to Tim Now Yomx Hwmato. l
New York Ve
Washington, 't':."t'".'.' g ;

Representative Barkley (Kentucky),
had a harrowing experience in eonnec.
tion with the Knickerbocker disaster, |
He lives In an apartment house a few |
doors from the theater. His boy, who
I# about 14, left the apartment a little
batore 9 o'cleck, saying he was “going
to the movies"

When Mr, Barkley heard of the thea-
ter's collapes he Immediately fonred his
son wan one of the viotlms, He rushed
te the scens and In despalr tugged at
iron beams and searched among the
wrockage for his son. He nl:ernmmt|
these valn «fforts by Inoking over the !

dead and injured In the Christlan
| Belence Church,
He had glven up hope when about

| 11120 his sen suddenty appeared. In-
stead of “going to the movies,” he had
met some other boys who live near by
and they had decidad to spend the oven-
ing In & nelghbor's Pomo.

[

Crowds Besieging Wrecked Theater as Rescuers Work
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'_Theater Crash Saves b

Lives in Twelve Homes
Special Dispateh toTae New Yonx Huravp.
New York Hernld Bureaw, I
Washington, D. C., Jan. 20.
ARLY this morning various
E residents in the wvicinity of
the il fated Knickerbocker
Thealer were warned that their
homes were unsafe because of the

weight of snow on the roofs. They
rushed terror-stricken into the
streets,

Only a few minutes after they
were safely outside the roofs of
twelve houses on T street, N. W.,
caved in,

The homes are understood to
have been condemned by tke bulld-
ing Inspector and the escape of the
occupants is regarded as miracu-
lous.

LIST OF INJURED
IN THEATER CRASH

Continued from Flrst Page.

SACKS, EDWARD A., New York city,

BACY, HARRY T,

BAEY, WALTER URD.

BCHWAB, MRS, MATTIE.

SHAUGHNESSY, E. H, Second As-
slstant Postmisster-General,

FHAUGHNESSY, ¥P: E H.

BHAUGHNESSY, RI'TH.

SMITHWICK, REFPRESENTATIVE
JOHN A., of Florida,

SWARD, ALBERT W.

STRAYER, MARTHA.

TAYLOR, MRS. GERTRUDE.

TAYLOR, LIEUT.-COL., U, 8. A.

THEUNISSEN, LEONARD, AND
ELIZABETH.

THOMPEON, CHRISTIANA.

UNDERWOOD, ETTA.

UPSHAW, CAROLINE.

URDONG, NATHAN I,

VAN POUCKE, ALPHONSO.

WESSON, COL. C. M,, U, 8, A.

WESSON, NANCY.

WHITE, MISS MACLEAN.

WILLIAMS, EDWARD A.

WILSON, HENRY.

WILSON, MISS EDELIN.

WEBB, MRS. JULIETTE.

WOODRUFF, MISS8 INEZ.

WILLIAMS, EDWARD A.

YOUNG, MISS MARIE.

YOUNGER, MRS, JOSEFPH.

ZALASKI, LIEUT, . COMMANDER,
medical officer of marine barracks, and
his wife,

VICTIM GIVES HIS LIFE
THAT OTHERS BE SAVED

Albert Buehler Cited as Out-
standing Hero of Disaster.

WassiNaroN, Jan. 20 (Assoclated
Press).—Many brave deeds were re-
ported &m=lay by rescuers working in
the TMrickerbocker Theater wreckage,
but they sald Albert G. Buchler of
Washingtan was thoe outstanding hero,
giving hin own life that others might
ve. He eould have been taken from
the debris fully an hour before he was,
tut he directed the rescuers to ald
others whom he declared more serlously
hurt than he. He died after he was
taken from the building.

Ideutenant V. M, Parsons of the Ma-
rine Corps, who assisted In directing
the rescue work, gave mraphic dascrip-
tions of many Individual rescues,

“Wa were digging Into the rulne,” he
sald, “when we saw a tuft of red hair
protruding. Wa uncovered n small boy,
probably nilne years old, who told us
hix 1ittle sister was beneath the plile of
debrin also, The girl was rescued, and
nelther she nor the boy was werfously
Lhurt, through some miracle, but their
mother near by was dead,

“DOir. Gearhart, a dentist, waa found
pinned beneath an I-benm, He told us
as we andeavorsd to extricate him that
he had been consclour all night in that

position. A woman beslde him was
dead.
“One man with both legs horribly

broken asked for clgareties as he wnas
parried out on a wtretcher, He jfoked
with the rescuers about hls mangled
limbe, remarking that he had about six
legs now, He wan certainly full of grit.
“A group of two women and a man
whom we waorn digging out nleo dis-
played remarkable nerve, talking with
the men and directing thelr rescue,”

2100000 PHILADELPFHIA FIRE,

PHRILADELPHIA, Jan. 30.—Fire to.day
destroyed the box factory of J. N. Cle-
ment Brothera, 318-320 Delawars ave-
nue. The Joss wna estimated at $100,000,

| resentative Mondell, Republican House

MAJORITY OF BODIES FOUND
UNDER BALCONY WRECK

Spectators Who Sat Far Back on Main Floor of The-
ater Probably Escaped Death, as Beams Pre-
vented Complete Collapse. i

WasmiNagToN, Jan, 28 (Assoclated
Press). —Most of the bodies were re-
vovered from the plt of the theater be-
neath the wreckage of the balecony or
from the front of the balcony itself.
Following the rule of motion pleture
audiences and with an almost empty
houge to plek from those on the main
floor had grouped themselves iIn the
rows of seats just below the front of
the balecony. They were back far
enough to sea well and the front and
back rows were almost empty.

At the point they had chosen the
danger proved to be just double. Few
of those seated there could have es-
caped. Hven if the concrete slabs and
kteelwork of the roof missed them the
solld mass of the bdléony front came
down on the first wreckage with crush-
ing weight. The gleaming brass rails
that' adorned the balcony {front lay
spread over the wreckage of the roof
fifteen feet below when rescuers reached
the scene.

Those farther back on the main floor
probably all escaped. The beams that
supported the back end of the balcony
did not let go their clutch on the wall.

The wide sweep of seats they supported

‘back in the baley. And many of those

tilted down wuntil the wreckage below
took the welght of the front end, then
gtood covering the back rows of the
maln floor like a tent.

The front rows of the balcony were
ground to a twisted masa of ruln. There |
was no wood In the structure, It was |
all steel and conerete, but the enormous
welght of the balcony [tself was sufficient
to wind the tortured beams into fantastic
shapes,

Here agaln chance played a part in
reducing the number of victims. The
front rows of the halcony, four or five
tiers deep, weroe “reserved” seats. They
were priced above the succeeding rows
and except when the house was jammed
commonly wera not all occupied. With
the smnll attendance of last night prob-
ably only o few had pald the extra price
for thess eeats, preferring to sit further

hehind scrambled up the steel slope of
the fallen baltony to safety, although a
number were struck down In the first
blow when the roof came in. Some were
hurled down into the pit wreckage when
the balecony front fell and even some of
these escaped with bruises. There is no
record, however, of any survivor among
those in the foremost balcony seats,

Four Inquiries Promised
-to Fix Blame for Crash

Epecial Dispateh to TRe New Yoax Hamavo.
New York Hernld Burean, |
Washington, D. C., Jan. 29, |
Four separate Investigations of the
Knickerbocker Theater collaps:
vnder way or planned here to-day,
A fifth investigation may be con-|
Jucted by a special ittes of Con-
gress, according to a statement by Hep-

were |

leader, and Senator Capper of Kansas,
who snyas he has heard of bullding code
violations In Washington.

The Investigations already started or
planned will be conducted by :

Coroner Nevitt, who plans to
swear in a jury rTow.

District Attorney Peyton o, Gor-
don, who sald he may lay befora the
Grand Jury the evidence which he
collects,

Board of Commlis=loners of the
District of Columbla, through the
Bullding Department, which, under
the law, must approve plans of any
bullding befors It can be erected.

Pollee Department.

Precautions te prevent thoe pomssibility
of a similar disaster in any other theater
wern taken here to-day by the Board of
Commissionere, which. under the form
of government of tha District of Colum-
bin, has charge of the administration of
ordinances. Commlisaloner James Oyaster
ordered closed, pending inspection to-
morrow, all theaters with roof construec-
tion slmilar to that of the Knickerbocker.
The Commisaionern also ordered that no
ather theater be allowed to open for
business unless ita roof had been cleanaed
of snow. Strict orders to the polles to
enforre these orders were sent to all
precinets,

Attorney, sald to-night that his invest!-
gatlon of the Knickerbocker ‘Theater
crash would begin to-morrow. All per-
sons concerned in the construction, in-
spection, operation and ownership of the
theater will be subpoenaed. Indlotments
will be nsked for all indlviduniea who
nre found to be responsible, charging
them with eriminal negligence, or man-
slaughter,

The Federnl Grand Jury, which ia now
consldering the case of Charles W,
Moras, will ba asked to-morrow morning
by Attorney Gordon to begin an inde-
pandent investigation, cooperating with
the Department of Justlico and aside
from the inquiry which was ordared to-
day by the District Commissfoners,

“Everybody concerned in the opera-
tlon and management of the theater,”
sald Mr., Gordon, “will be subpanaed
befora the Federal Grand Jury, includ-
Ing the officers and dirsctora of the
Crandall Theater Company (Harry M,
Crandall, president ; A. 1. Beitzel, vice-
president, and Harry RBuckley, mecro-

| theater architecture and construction,

tary), an well as the architects, bullders,
bullding Inapectors and houss manngers,
not forgetting the ticket seller, who =
primarily responsible.’

While the commissioners were begin-
ning thelr Investigation the theater
management, heanded by Harry M,
Crandall, prealdent, met and lssved the
following statement :

"We are stunned by this catastrophe |.r-|rr--r-- from

The Knlckerbocker was the prize of
out circuit. - Construcled at uo limit of

| were passcd through an opening in the
Major Pevton Gordon, United States |

cost before the war, when the best ma-
terlals and engineering bralns were ge-
cured to mako this nousa a model of

the structure was subject to and passed
every municlipal and government inspec-
tion anfl test. We cannot find words
to express the depth of sympathy we
feel for those bereaved by this appalling
catastrophe,

“We would Infinitely rather have aban-
doned all our enterprises than that a
single lfa should have been loat or any
individual maimed or injured.”

DRUG TABLETS GIVEN
TO THOSE ENTRAPPED

Every Effort Is Made to Alle-
viate Suffering.

Special Dispateh to Tew New Yorx Hemarn.
New Yark Hernld Burean, |
Washington, D. C., Jan, 29, |

Keeping 1fe in the vietims of the
Knilckerbocker Thenter disaster and
alleviating their paln until reseuers
could chop away the debris which im-
prisoned them was one of the difficult
tasks that confronted physiclans last
night and to-day.

Narcotic tablets and whisky were ad-
ministered to many of the vietims as
they lay entrapped. Physiclans were
foreed to invent menns of getting the
tablets to thelr patients. Onpe physieian
burrowed beneath the wreokage until
he eould reach the lips of a half con-
#clous man. To another man tablets

wreckage at the end of a long stick.

A small boy whose name could not
be learned helped keep life In a group
of victima trapped far back under the
place whers the balcony had been. Ha
forced his body through a small open-
ing In the debris far enough to hand
tablets to several victima.

Many of the lesa injured victims
pinned under the wreckage near the
openings passed morphine to mors pain-
fully Injured persons further back,

U.S. VALUATION PLAN |

TO BE URGED TO-DAY | "

Convention of Manufacturers|

Will Ask Congress to Act.
Bpecial Dispateh to Tuw New Yeoax Henaop,

New York Herald Bureay, |

Washington, . (., Jan, 28, |
John F. Todgerton, president of the
Nutlonal Assoclatlon of Manufacturers,
who arrived here thls afternoon te pre-
slde over the specinl conventlon to bes |
kin to-morrow morning for the purpose |
| of urglng Congress to take Immoediate |
nction on the impending tarift bil), ex-
pregaed confidence that not only would
the whole tariff situation be cleared up
sonn but that the Amerlean valuntion |
plan would be adepted. He will he ad |

commities of twenty-flve manufic- |
all parts of the country |
Who wiill eall on Prestdent Harffing to- |

morrow aliernoon.

baleony., Thoss underneath ua had no
!1} nee, 1 guess, 1 keep thinking of it
ail the time, that awful roaring and

( President Voices Grief |
at Extent of Tragedy

4 ASHINGTON, Jan. 29 (As-
\A} sociated Press).—President
Harding issued the folloiw-
ing statement late to-day on the
HKnickerbocker Theater disaster:

I have experienced the same
astounding shock and the same
inexpressible sorrow which has
come to all of Washington, and
which will be sympathetically
felt througlout the land., If I
Iknew whaut to say to soften the
sorrow of hundreds who are so
auddenly bereaved, if I could say
a word to cheer maimed and suf-
fering, I would gladly do it. The
terrible tragedy, staged In the
midst of the great storm, haa
deeply depressed all of us and
left us wondering about the re-
volving fates.

SAW BALCONY SPIN
KROUND IN DROPPING

Continned from First Pn.ge.

out over the snow ana plaster, over the
tangled debris, to the doors on the
Eighteenth street side,

“Across the alsle from me when the
cransh came was a little fellow—I never
saw him agaln and I wonder If he is
t!c-ud!—w.ho laughed and roared at every
especially funny part of the film. I don't
know what became of himi or the others
in the balcony after we were showered
with plaster.

“As the celling broke, the plaster fell
first in chunks. It was just llke an
fee pond breaking up. The roof didn't
give way In one crash. It seemed to
break up everywhere, That let In the
snow, which eame In through the broken
places where the celling had given way.

“It's queer, but I was consclous all |

the time when I was pinned down under
there by that great plece of celling. My
mind, when I saw the ceiling falling
and afterward, was just as clear and
collected as it {a now. I knew I was
hurt some, bhut T didn't know how badly.
It seemed that my time had come 1
Hved a year, I tell you, pinned down
between the seats,

"It wasn't until I got outslde that 1
nictieed blood falling from my face and
hande. I got out myself, No one
Eelped me. I crawled over the broken
sents and plaster and snow to the door,
On the way 1 saw a young fellow ly-
Ing half curled up, moaning and crying
for help. 1 leancd over to 1ift him, and
then everything went blaok,

“The next I remember T was at the
deor, wiping the blood from my eyes
and mouth. I don't know how 1 got out.
I didn't see any other injured ones as
I erawled out. I oan't remember about
that part of it. My only thought wns
to get home before 1 should die. My
chest pained me, my back seemed
broken, my fn wna dripplng with
blood. All T wanted to do was to get
home and tell my wife and lttle girl
what had happened and how 1 wans
Furt. T thought I was going to die”

Represenintive Smithwick, who llves
nbout a block from the theater, sinld he
staggered home without overcoat or
hat through the snow drifta, Physlelana
wore gnmmoned Immedintely, who found
him suffering from shock, brulses and
possibly Internal injuries.

“I think It was a miracle that I eame
out alive,” said the Florida Represen-
tative, "“But think of those poor chil-
dren and men and women who were not
so fortunate! I don't see how any whe
wire undar that balcony escaped. If
those below could have seen the calling
breaking they would have had Ume to
rush out through the doors, but 1 guens
they couldn’t see as we csuld In the

the crashing of the balcony on ts way
dewn to those people below. It was all
over In half a minute, 1 guess, but it
seemsd hours,"
WOMAN VICTIM OF FIRE DIES,
Mro.  Agtion Ulsugamima, 21 years
ol was burned Baturday Iin an
antique shop conducted by her husband,
Thomas Utsuganumi, ot 4219 Mroad-
wny, died jnst night In Columbus Hos-
plinl, Utsuganuma waa burmed on the
fare, hands and body while attampting
to rescus his wife and s & patlent in
the samas hosplial,

who

SYNAGOGUE HOLDS DINNER,
The seventy-fifth annual dinner of the
Central Bynagogue was hald last night

STORM SAVED MANY
FROM MOVIE CRASH

Wreeked Theater Popular
With the Socially Promi-
nent in ‘Washington.

CORRESPONDENTS KILLED

Lewis Strayer and Chaunecey
Brainerd Among Dead—A.
J. Barchfeld a Vietim.

Special Dispatch to Tap New Yorx Hemanv.

New York Hernld Rorean, z
Washiogton, D. C., Jan. 20,

The fact that the Knickerbocker The-
ater is in one of the most popular resi-

[ Four of Family of Five |
Perﬁin Theater

ABHINGTON, Jan. 29 (As-
soclated Press).—Four of
the five members of the

family of Oscar G. Kanston of
34847 North Winchester street, Chi-
cago, lost their lives in the Knlcker-
bocker Theater,

Mr. Kanston, who came here re-
cently in connection with tempo-
rary work for the bureau of valua-
tlon of tke Interstate Commerce
Commission, went to the playhouse
with his wife, his two daughters,
Helen, 13, and Anyln, 7, and his
son, Grant, 11. Only the boy es-
caped.

\ >

he was elected vice-president of the or-
ganization. According to custom this
would have resulted in his elevation to
the presidency, He was a Mason and &
National Guard vetsran.

Mr. and Mrs. Brainerd collaborated in
the writing of fletion under the pen
name of BE. J. th. They wrote &

dentlal sections of Washington is re-
sponsible for the presence within fts
walls last night of so many persons
prominent in the social and public life
of Washington.

In addition to being one of the new-
est of the large n pleture h
of Washington—it has been open only
about three years—the' Knlekerbocker
wis of thut type of theater which draws
most of Its patronage from persons
whose residences are within easy walk-
ing distance.

Many Senators and members of the
House were to be seen at the theater
during ordinary evenings, and it was
only the bad condition of the weather
that prevented It from being filled last
night with one of its regular Saturday
night capacity throngs.

Among the dead and Injured, in addi-
tion to those prominently connected with
the official life of the capital, were many
persons well known becauss of their long
residence in Washington and thelr wide
personal acqualntance,

Lewis W. Btrayer, correspondent of
the Pittsburgh Deapaich, and Chauncey
C. Bralnerd, correspondent of the
Brooklyn Deaily Eagle, were the men
of this type, Both had been in Wash-
ington many years, and in additlon to
prominence in their own profession they
were jdentified with the life of the city.
Both were killed, Mrs. Bralnerd, who
was with her husband, also was killed.

In Washington 20 Years.

“Lou" Strayer came to Washington
as correspondent of the Pittsburgh Ga-
zette-Times twenty years ago. In 1908
he became correspondent of the De-
spatoh and had remained in charge of
itsa Washington bureau since that date.
Mr. Strayer was n native of Princeton,
Ill, and began his newspaper career
as a reporter on the Akron, Ohio, Bra-
con in 187, golng later to Pittsburgh to
become a reporter on the Post, working
Inter with other Pittsburgh newspapers,
turning finally to political writing. He
covered practically all the great politi-
cal conventions of the last twenty years.
He was a prominent member of the
Gridiron Ciub and served as Ita presi-
dont in 1816,

Mr. Strayer was a warm personal
friend of the late Senator Philander C,
Knox, who had such keen appreclation
of Strayer's sense of humor that he
frequently thought up excuses to take
Strayer on trips with hlm merely for
the sake of his company.

Chauncey C. Brainerd, one of the vic-
tims of the disaster, had been in charge
of the Washington bureau of the Brook-
lyn Eagle since 1911, and was among
the best known of the Washington cor-
respondents. His wife, who also was
killed, was Misg Edith Rathbone Jacobs,
a daughter of the late Inspector Jacobs
of the Post Office Department. Before
thelr marrfage, in 1908, Mrs. Brainerd
lived {n Mount Vernon. Mr. Brainerd's
sister is the wife of Clinton Gilbert, for-
merly managing editor of the New York
Tribune and now Washington corre-
spondent of the Philadelphia Fuvening
Ledger.

Spent Boyhood In New York.

Mr. Bralnerd was horn in New York
in 1874, the son of Alanson Post Braln-
erd and Adelia Corey Brainerd. He
spent most of his boyhood In New Ro-
chelle, and Mved with an uncle In Lee
avenue, Brooklyn, after the deaths of
his parents. In 1889 he bacame private
secretary to 8t. Clalr McKelway, editor
in chlef of the Kagie, and later jolned
the editorial staff. He wns city editor
for ten years, Iater managing editor for
some time, and left the latter post to
b e the Washington correspondent,

Mr., Bralnerd had a wilde knowledge
of politics and a large acquaintance with
publle men in Washington. He had been
for many years an active member of
the Gridiron Club, and in Decomber last

number of novalett which had wide
popularity in ines.
Former Representative Andrew J.

Barchfeld, also among thé dead, be~
cume during his career in Congress ons
of the best known men in Washington.
Almost a glant in size, he was always
particularly active In the affairs of the
Pennsylvania delegation. Dr. Barchfeld
was a native of Pittesburgh and a
graduate of the Jefferson Medical ol-
lege of Phlladelphla, After serving sev-
eral terms in Congress he entered busi-
ness and has been representing a num-
ber of Penneylvania interests in Wash-
ington during the last year,

Guy 8. Aldrich, voungest brother of
Mrs, Reed Smoot, wife of the Senator
from Ttah, died beside his wife. Mr.
end Mrs. Aldrich were in Washington
on & visit from thelr home in Salt Lake
City. Both Mrs. Aldrich’s hipa were
broken, but it is thought she will sur-
vive.

A similar incident occurred in the casa
of Dr. and Mrs. Clyde Gearhart., Dr,
Jearhart s one of the most prominent
dental surgeons in Washington, Muys,
Genrhart was killed outright and D,
Gearhart was so badly crushed that one
of his lega had to be amputated. Ha
probably will lve.

Among those killed Instantly were
Capt. and Mra. R. H. Conroy Vunce of
Fredericksburg, Va, Capt. Vance was n
former officer in the British army and
wis head of a bank in ¥Fredericksburg.

Assistant Postmaster-General B, H.
Shaughnessy, who was attending the
theater with his ten-year-old daughter,
Ruth, probably will recover, Mr.
Shaughnessy was reported missing to-
day owing to the fact that he was rushed
to Walter Reed Hospital early this
morning without any record being made
of hls removal. Ruth Shaughnessy's arm
;\'nudbroken but she was not seriously in-
ured,

EXPERIENCE AS MINER
SAVES LIFE IN CRASH

W. H. Morris Describes His
Narrow Escape in Theater.

WABHINGTON, Jan. 20 (Assoclated
Fress).—Long experience In coal mines
cnabled W, H, Morris, a 63-year-old re-
tired coal mine manager of Buckhanon,
W. Va., to escape from the death trap
in the center of the HKnickerbocker.

“I was in the elghth row from tha
front,” Mr. Morrls sald to-day, “when
1 ]?carnl a crack, a gort of ripping sound,
exactly llke that which the slate roof
of a conl measure makes when It s
golng to let go. Tt wns more 1““?}!.‘(
than anything else ,that brought me to
my fecl with one thought flashing
throvgh iy mind: ‘1 can beat that fall
to the outside.’

“As T came into the aisle T saw the
orchestra leader's baton waving with the
muslec and a little white cloud coming
down from above his head. Then I ran
up the alsle, with the roof cracking and
fall:ng above me. As I got to the door
the stuff began to hit me in a wave of
a wind from behind which literally flung
me through the door and across the
lobky to the sidewnlk.

Mr. Morrik sald he was warned by a
sound like that of a ripping sheet, only
much louder.

“I saw no one else moving as I went
up the alsle,” he continued. “The house
around me was practicilly empty and
I noticed when 1 sat down that T waa
the only one in the row. The stuff in
falllng. my Impression is, must have
gone into the orchestra pit first. I can't
foiget that orchestra leader with that
cloud forming just above his head,”
——
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